
Request
services by 
submitting 

FCC Form 470
for bids 

 

Review posted FCC 
Forms 470 and respond 

to applicant with bids 
for services requested

Seek discounts
for services by 

submitting 
FCC Form 471 

within the 
filing window 

Program
Integrity 

Assurance 
(PIA) review 

Certify compliance
with program rules 

by submitting 
FCC Form 473 

If requesting reimbursement 
from USAC  

for approved discounts  
provided on services, submit 

FCC Form 474 (SPI)

If requesting 
reimbursement 
from USAC for 

services paid in full, 
submit FCC Form 

472 (BEAR)

Schools and Libraries (E-Rate) 
Program APPLICATION PROCESS

• Website: The application process is broken down in detail for both applicants and service providers on the Schools and Libraries Program website (www.usac.org/sl). 
• Glossary of Terms: Definitions for program terms and acronyms. 
• *Consortium members report their CIPA status by submitting the FCC Form 479 to their consortium leader. The consortium leader then files the FCC Form 486. 
• To adjust funding commitments and/or modify the dates for receipt of services a�er the FCDL is issued, file the FCC Form 500.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Receive BEAR 
reimbursement 

from USAC

Receive SPI 
reimbursement 

from USAC

DETERMINE INVOICE
METHOD 
During this time, work together
to choose an invoicing method: 
BEAR or SPI 

APPLICANT
SERVICE 

PROVIDER
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WAIT AT LEAST
28 DAYS

The competitive bidding
process must be open for 

at least 28 days 

RECEIVE FUNDING
COMMITMENT

Receive Funding
Commitment Decision

Letter (FCDL) from USAC

Correct errors and
resubmit forms 
if necessary 

COMPETITIVE
BIDDING 

APPLYING FOR
DISCOUNTS

SERVICES
START INVOICING

Confirm to USAC 
that services have 
started and report 

CIPA status by 
submitting 

FCC Form 486*

Evaluate 
bids 

received

Service Provider may give 
technical assistance as needed

Submit FCC Form 
498 to receive an 
applicant 498 ID 
for direct BEAR 

payments 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:
APPLICANTS: Applicants must first have an entity number and an E-Rate Productivity Center (EPC) account.
SERVICE PROVIDERS: Service providers must first obtain a Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN /service provider 498 ID) by submitting FCC Form 498.

METHOD #1:

METHOD #2:

OR
SELECT A SERVICE

PROVIDER
Sign a contract or arrange 

for tariffed or month-to-
month services 

COMPLETE
INVOICE REVIEW 

Universal Service Administrative Co. (2017). Schools and Libraries (E-Rate)  Program APPLICATION PROCESS.

FCC E-Rate Funding for School Bus Wi-Fi

FAQ SHEETFAQ SHEET

800.880.8855 | safetyvision.com | svschoolbussales@safetyvision.com

WHEN?WHEN?WHAT?WHAT?WHO?WHO?

The FCC expanded E-Rate benefits to include Wi-Fi on school buses, recognizing how internet access can foster  
valuable learning opportunities during time spent on buses. Safety Vision has been working with schools to apply  
federal funding to expand school bus connectivity for years, and we’re pleased to provide you this E-Rate information  
to help you get your students connected.

Who is eligible?Who is eligible? 
•  Public and private K-12 schools, 

libraries, and affiliated groups

•  Discounts determined by:

»  Proportion of students   
eligible for the National School 
Lunch Program

»  District’s classification as rural 
or urban 

What is covered? What is covered? 
•  Equipment, software,  

installation and data costs

•  Connectivity allowed for   
educational purposes only

•  Permitted during student  
transportation, school-related 
activities, and clear educational 
purposes outside regular hours

•  Non-educational after-hours 
usage not supported

When will this be available?When will this be available?  
The application process for this year 
has already begun!
   
Application Deadlines:Application Deadlines:
•  Submit Form 470 by February 

28th

•  Submit Form 471 by March 27th

Funding Year:Funding Year:
•  Program covers July 1st, 2024, to 

June 30th, 2025

READY TO APPLY?READY TO APPLY?      Go to: www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-process/
Our Wi-Fi Options

HOW TO APPLY:HOW TO APPLY:


